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Late last year a movie came out

that broke the record for the most profitable movie ever made.
It was directed by James Cameron.

It was produced in 3-D.

And it told a science-fiction story about the future,

in which earth’s resources are running out.

The movie was called “Avatar.”

If you haven’t seen it yet,

I presume it’s because you’ve made a decision not to see it.

So I won’t burden you with a detailed exposition of it’s plot or characters.

I only bring it up to borrow a small point from its theme.

When the humans in the movie

set out to conquer another planet

in order to mine its resources,

they encounter a native race --- the Na’vi ---

who seem to be much more in touch with their world and their environment

than we, on earth, are with ours.

And that sensitivity to their world is revealed in an interesting way.

When the Na’vi encounter another creature ---

any other creature, humanoid, plant or animal ---

they share a greeting ---

“I see you.”

I see you.

The greeting expresses a reverence

for the life --- the ‘life force’ --- which all creatures share.

It is a greeting that honors the source of life, as well as life’s destiny.

“I see you.”

Then Jesus turned toward the woman and said to Simon,

“Do you see this woman?”

This evening the Church returns to Ordinary Time,

after nearly four months of marking the seasons of Lent and Easter.

This being “Year C” in our three-year cycle of Sunday gospel readings,

that means that we return to the Gospel of St. Luke.

And the passage that we have just heard this evening

is found only in St. Luke’s gospel,

and highlights a number of St. Luke’s favorite themes.

The encounter between Christ and Simon the Pharisee, on the one hand,

and Christ and the sinful woman, on the other,

reminds us that St. Luke honors women in his gospel

in a way that is singular among the evangelists.

But St. Luke’s regard for women

cannot be interpreted as an anachronistic tribute to  20th century feminism.

Rather, it must be seen as part of St. Luke’s broader pattern

of honoring those who are meek and powerless in the world.

Throughout St. Luke’s gospel
Christ notices those whom the world ignores,

and Christ honors those whom the world disdains ---

the sinful younger son of a prodigal father,

the charitable, generous behavior of a sinful Samaritan,

the redemptive faith of a thief on the cross next to him,

and here, the loving, extravagant response of a sinful woman

who finds mercy at his feet.

Christ looks beyond the catalogue of sins

by which we, too often, define one another.

Christ remembers, when we forget,

that each of us is a child of God,

no matter what we have done to forfeit that honor.
And most marvelously of all, according to this evening’s passage,

Christ credits the love we show,

more than the sins we commit or avoid,

in judging our fitness for the kingdom of God.

“Do you see this woman?”

In posing the question, Jesus is already implying his answer.

Simon has clearly not seen the woman,

but only a catalogue of the woman’s failings.
And in toting up his list of the woman’s failings,

Simon has managed to blind himself to his own list of sins,

missing the plank in his own eye, searching for the speck in hers.

St. Luke implies in this passage
that Christ indicts Simon,

not for what he has done,
but for what he has failed to do.

Simon’s sins of omission seem to weigh more heavily on Christ

than whatever sins of commission this anonymous woman

may have committed.

And so, too, with us.

Christ sees us,

St. Luke insists.

- The evil that we have done.

- The good that we have failed to do.

- But what he seems to notice, most of all,

  is love.

- Or its absence.

And he reminds us, as he reminded Simon,

that little will be forgiven

the one whose love is small.

So let us follow him to the altar

where he will reveal

what he sees

to love in us
once more.
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